
November 9, 2023
VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION   

The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson The Honorable David Scott
Chair Ranking Member
House Agriculture Committee House Agriculture Committee
1301 Longworth House Office Building 1010 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Re: Increased broadband access for historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs)
and tribal colleges and universities (TCUs) in the Farm Bill’s Rural Development title

Dear Chairman Thompson and Ranking Member Scott: 

Thank  you  for  your  leadership  in  uplifting  rural  communities  through  the  Farm  Bill
reauthorization process. Today, we write to request your support for increased broadband access
for historically  Black colleges  and universities  (HBCUs) and tribal  colleges  and universities
(TCUs) in the Farm Bill’s Rural Development title. 

According to the Department of Education, there are approximately 102 accredited HBCUs and
32 accredited TCUs in the United States.1 2 Unfortunately,  nearly 82 percent of HBCUs are
located  in  “broadband deserts”  –  areas  in  which  high-speed internet  services  are  limited  or
entirely unavailable.3 In addition, the average speed of internet at accredited TCUs is over 10
times slower than at other four-year institutions, reflecting deep inequities in broadband access.4

Data compiled from the Federal Communications Commission’s Broadband Tool suggests that
HBCUs and TCUs across  the country lack the infrastructure  buildout  or funding to  provide
strong,  consistent  wired  internet  connections  for  their  students.5 When  compared  with  the
internet availability for our country’s top universities, HBCUs and TCUs are too often located in
areas  with  non-wired  connections  as  low as  35/3  Mbps,  creating  a  digital  gap  for  minority
students attending HBCUs and TCUs.

1 “White House Initiative on Advancing Educational Equity, Excellence, and Economic Opportunity through 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities.” White House Initiative on Advancing Educational Equity, Excellence,
and Economic Opportunity through Historically Black Colleges and Universities, sites.ed.gov/whhbcu/one-hundred-
and-five-historically-black-colleges-and-universities/. Accessed 17 Oct. 2023. 
2 Ibid. 
3 “How HBCUs Can Accelerate Black Economic Mobility.” McKinsey & Company, McKinsey & Company, 30 July
2021, www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/how-hbcus-can-accelerate-black-economic-mobility. 
4 Liann Herder, Liann Herder. “Broadband Access Still a Struggle for Tribal Colleges and Universities, 18 Months 
into the Pandemic.” Diverse, 1 Aug. 2021, 
www.diverseeducation.com/demographics/native-americans/article/15113590/broadband-access-still-a-struggle-for-
tribal-colleges-and-universities-18-months-into-the-pandemic. 
5 “FCC Fixed Broadband Deployment.” FCC Fixed Broadband Deployment, broadband477map.fcc.gov/#/location-
summary?version=jun2021&tech=acfosw&speed=100_10&vlat=38.81999999999999&vlon=-
94.95999999999998&vzoom=3. Accessed 8 Nov. 2023. 



Through the Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Rural Utilities Service, we are encouraged by
the unique reach, expertise, and experience serving rural America. In addition, we are excited by
the $65 billion for broadband included in the bipartisan infrastructure bill, with many of those
dollars  going  towards  the  National  Telecommunications  and  Information  Administration’s
(NTIA) Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program. However, many separate
but complementary programs addressing digital  equity and the digital  divide require thinking
about broadband in an ongoing and holistic manner, lest we miss addressing the fundamental
challenge of building out broadband infrastructure that reaches all Americans.

Using the authority given to USDA under the Rural Development title, we urge you to consider
language in the Farm Bill reauthorization that prioritizes communities that include HBCUs and
TCUs for broadband funding. Passing a bipartisan Farm Bill with these provisions included will
not only send a strong message of support to historically  marginalized communities and the
higher  education  institutions  within  them,  but  will  also  help  unlock  billions  of  dollars  in
economic activity for Blacks, Native Americans, and other underserved groups.6

Thank you in advance for prioritizing increased broadband access for HBCUs and TCUs. We
appreciate your leadership. Please confirm receipt of this letter.

Sincerely,

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

6 “How HBCUs Can Accelerate Black Economic Mobility.” McKinsey & Company, McKinsey & Company, 30 July
2021, www.mckinsey.com/industries/education/our-insights/how-hbcus-can-accelerate-black-economic-mobility.
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Wiley Nickel
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress
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Kathy E. Manning
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress
Ranking Member, 
Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce 
Development

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress
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Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress
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